[Urogenital and anal papillomavirus infections].
Recently virologists and clinicians have focused attention on infections with human papillomaviruses (HPV). This is due to the ubiquity, the increasing frequency and the possible association of these viruses with the development of squamous cell carcinomas of the skin and of the mucous membranes of the respiratory, gastrointestinal, genitourinary and anorectal tracts. HPV represent a very heterogeneous group of DNA tumor viruses. By means of molecular-biological techniques, more than 40 HPV types have been recognized. In the urogenital and anal tract, papillomaviruses have been associated with venereal warts (condylomata acuminata), which have been known and recognized as a sexually transmitted disease since the Romans. Furthermore, an association has been made recently between HPV and nonpapillomatous, sometimes macular lesions: flat condylomata of the uterine cervix and of the vagina, flat condylomatous lesions and pigmented papules. The latter are localized at the mucocutaneous borders and at the skin of the lower genital tract and of the perianal and crural region. Like epidermodysplasia verruciformis, only some virus types (HPV 16, HPV 18) are regularly found in malignant, invasive squamous cell carcinomas of the genital tract, whereas others (HPV 6, HPV 11, HPV 2, HPV 10, HPV 31) are associated preferentially with benign papillomas and dysplasias. In view of the different possible oncogenic potential of the individual genotypes, early determination of the virus type probably has not only diagnostic but also prognostic value. As HPV 16 DNA is regularly present in bowenoid papulosis (flat condylomatous lesions and pigmented papules of the male genital tract), a natural reservoir has been found from which these viruses could be transmitted to the sexual partner. Knowledge of the HPV-associated clinical pictures is therefore the prerequisite for diagnosis and treatment of both the patient and his sexual partner. Clinical observation, cytology and virus typing from genital smears of both partners represent preventive methods that may contribute to the early detection of genital cancer.